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numerous private schools were opened on experiment in all the large
towns and villages.   Still the elements of knowledge received in these
establishments were sought after,   rather as being more immediately
requisite for the common concerns of life, than as the means of deve-
loping mental powers.    The  course  of instruction consisted   in   a
tolerable knowledge of reading and writing Marathi in Balbodh  and
Modi characters, and of practical Arithmetic; and on the attainment
of this modicum of proficiencj', the pupil was considered to have finish-
ed his education  and to  be prepared for the active business of life*
The acquirements of the masters conducting these schools,   who in
many instances, did not receive a systematic education, were extrenie-
l3r limited and did not embrace any of the higher branches of science
or literature.    They \vere generallj7   Brahmins.     Altogether,   the
education given in the private schools was very meagre and little
calculated to enlarge the mental faculties. The State's direct activity
in the field of education began  in the year 1845.    In  the year 1848
the State established four Vernacular Schools at Kolhapur (the capital
of the State),  Paiihala,   Alte and Shirol.    The first  English School
was started in the year 1851 at Kolhapur.    In the year 1854,   there
were 10 Kolhapur Government institutions with466 pupils: 1 English
and 1 Vernacular school at Kolhapur,  and 8 Vernacular  schools at
each of the eight principal towns of the State.    The first Kolhapur
Government English  High School  was started in the year 1867 at
Kolhapur and this institution developed into the Rajaram High School
and College,   named after the late lamented Rajaram Maharaja of
revered memory, in the year 1830,   The training class for preparing
trained teachers for the Vernacular Schools was started in  the year
1867 and the training class for preparing trained female teachers for
Vernacular Girls schools was started in the year 1882*    In the year
1871 night schools were  established  for  labourefs,   artisans  and
farmers in order to enable them to be educated at night  after doing
their day's work.    The Jayasingrao Ghatge Technical School was
established for imparting education in carpentry,  brass and iron
work, etc. in the year 1887.   The total number of schools was 25 with
1147 pupils in the year 1866-67,  133 with 6570 pupils  In  the year
1876-77 and 190 with 11399 pupils in the year 1883-84, throughout